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#4: Miracle Grow: Daily Devotions
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed planted in a field. It is the smallest of all seeds,
but it becomes the largest of garden plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and make
nests in its branches.” Matthew 13:31-32 NLT

Here is one way the Kingdom grows in us.
“Yes, I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in me, and I in them, will produce
much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing. Anyone who does not remain in me is
thrown away like a useless branch and withers. Such branches are gathered into a pile to be
burned. But if you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask for anything you
want, and it will be granted! When you produce much fruit, you are my true disciples. This
brings great glory to my Father.” John 15:5–8, NLT
What are the two things we do to remain in Jesus?

Devotion to God
The one thing I ask of the LORD— the thing I seek most— is to live in the house of the LORD all
the days of my life, delighting in the LORD’s perfections and meditating in his Temple. Psalm
27:4, NLT

Hear me as I pray, O LORD. Be merciful and answer me! My heart has heard you say, “Come and
talk with me.” And my heart responds, “LORD, I am coming.” Psalm 27:7–8, NLT

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the LORD. “They are plans for good and not for
disaster, to give you a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look
for me wholeheartedly, you will find me.” Jeremiah 29:11–13, NLT

Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated place to pray. Mark
1:35, NLT
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Prayer
Praise the LORD, for the LORD is good; celebrate his lovely name with music. Psalm 135:3, NLT

But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all wickedness. 1 John 1:9, NLT

I urge you, first of all, to pray for all people. Ask God to help them; intercede on their behalf,
and give thanks for them.” 1 Timothy 2:1, NLT

Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank
him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.” Philippians
4:6–7, NLT

“Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on seeking, and you will find. Keep
on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives. Everyone
who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. “You parents—if your
children ask for a loaf of bread, do you give them a stone instead? Or if they ask for a fish, do
you give them a snake? Of course not! So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give good gifts to those who ask him.”
Matthew 7:7–11, NLT

Then Jesus went from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. But John tried to talk
him out of it. “I am the one who needs to be baptized by you,” he said, “so why are you coming
to me?” But Jesus said, “It should be done, for we must carry out all that God requires.” So John
agreed to baptize him. After his baptism, as Jesus came up out of the water, the heavens were
opened and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and settling on him. Matthew 3:13–
16, NLT

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth.
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have
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given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Matthew
28:18–20, NLT

Reading the Bible
God speaks to us by the Holy Spirit in a variety of ways. Yet every potential truth about God and
the world is subject to the authority of the Bible. The Bible was written over a 1500 year span
by over forty authors in three languages. It records over 1000 references to fulfilled prophecies
and an eyewitness account of a supernatural miracle of God in most of its 66 books. The Bible is
regarded as the most reliable text of any piece of literature ever. It has been translated into
other languages more than any other book. And for 2000 years countless lives have been
transformed by its message. The Bible is God’s Word to us. He said perfectly what He wanted to
say through imperfect people. He speaks to us through His Word today.
Your eternal word, O LORD, stands firm in heaven. Your faithfulness extends to every generation,
as enduring as the earth you created. Your regulations remain true to this day, for everything
serves your plans. Psalm 119:89–91, NLT

For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword,
cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts
and desires. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God. Everything is naked and exposed before
his eyes, and he is the one to whom we are accountable. Hebrews 4:12–13, NLT

You have been taught the holy Scriptures from childhood, and they have given you the wisdom
to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God
and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It
corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and
equip his people to do every good work. 2 Timothy 3:15–17, NLT

I remember your genuine faith, for you share the faith that first filled your grandmother Lois
and your mother, Eunice. And I know that same faith continues strong in you. 2 Timothy 1:5,
NLT

“You search the Scriptures because you think they give you eternal life. But the Scriptures point
to me! Yet you refuse to come to me to receive this life.” John 5:39–40, NLT
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Then Jesus took them through the writings of Moses and all the prophets, explaining from all
the Scriptures the things concerning himself. Luke 24:27, NLT

Then he said, “When I was with you before, I told you that everything written about me in the
law of Moses and the prophets and in the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds
to understand the Scriptures. Luke 24:44–45, NLT

But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling
yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like glancing at your face in a
mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what you look like. But if you look carefully into
the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard,
then God will bless you for doing it. James 1:22–25, NLT

Your response this week:
Will you commit to a daily devotional life with God?
Start with a small, attainable habit. Then you can grow from there.
12-Minute Daily Plan
 Decide when and where you will set aside time alone to spend time with God every day
and begin! A smaller spiritual meal daily is far better than gorging once a week.
 Get a journal and make a list of things you want to pray about. Write down verses that
speak to you.
 Pray: 1 minute. Give thanks (1 Thessalonians 5:18). Pray for others and yourself
(Colossians 1:9-13).
 Read: 10 minutes.
 Start to Obey: 1 minute. Write out the verse that speaks to you the most. Take it with
you and read it often that day.
 Share your verse with someone.
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