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#5: Miracle Grow: The Church
The Church is a Family
Then the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper who is just
right for him.” Genesis 2:18, NLT

But when the right time came, God sent his Son, born of a woman, subject to the law. God sent
him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could adopt us as his very own
children. And because we are his children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,
prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now you are no longer a slave but God’s own child.
Galatians 4:4–7, NLT

Never speak harshly to an older man, but appeal to him respectfully as you would to your own
father. Talk to younger men as you would to your own brothers. Treat older women as you
would your mother, and treat younger women with all purity as you would your own sisters. 1
Timothy 5:1–2, NLT

Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a partner with
wickedness? How can light live with darkness? What harmony can there be between Christ and
the devil? How can a believer be a partner with an unbeliever? And what union can there be
between God’s temple and idols? For we are the temple of the living God. As God said: “I will
live in them and walk among them. I will be their God, and they will be my people. Therefore,
come out from among unbelievers, and separate yourselves from them, says the LORD. Don’t
touch their filthy things, and I will welcome you. And I will be your Father, and you will be my
sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” 2 Corinthians 6:14–18, NLT

And all the believers met together in one place and shared everything they had. They sold their
property and possessions and shared the money with those in need. They worshiped together at
the Temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their meals with great joy
and generosity—all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And
each day the Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved… Day after day, in the
temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good
news that Jesus is the Christ. Acts 2:44-47, 5:42 NLT
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Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.” 1 Corinthians 15:33 NIV
Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters. Hebrews 13:1

The Church is a Body
Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists,
and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and
build up the church, the body of Christ. … Instead, we will speak the truth in love, growing in
every way more and more like Christ, who is the head of his body, the church. He makes the
whole body fit together perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other
parts grow, so that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love. Ephesians 4:1112,15–16, NLT

The Church is a Flock
The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that I need. He lets me rest in green meadows; he leads me
beside peaceful streams. He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths, bringing
honor to his name. Even when I walk through the darkest valley, I will not be afraid, for you are
close beside me. Your rod and your staff protect and comfort me. Psalm 23, NLT
“So guard yourselves and God’s people. Feed and shepherd God’s flock—his church, purchased
with his own blood—over which the Holy Spirit has appointed you as elders.” Acts 20:28, NLT

Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good works. And let us not
neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another, especially now
that the day of his return is drawing near. Hebrews 10:24–25, NLT
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called Today, so that none of you may be
hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. Hebrews 3:13, NIV
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The Church is an Army.
Endure suffering along with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 2 Timothy 2:3, NLT
 An army has a mission.
 An army has an enemy.
 An army makes sacrifices.
 An army must be strongly led.
You must teach these things and encourage the believers to do them. You have the authority to
correct them when necessary, so don’t let anyone disregard what you say. Titus 2:15, NLT

Your response this week:
1. What changes in your life do you think should be made as a result of this lesson?
2. Should you be involved in a small group in a local church?
3. Share this lesson with someone who needs to hear it.
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