Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #2, Week of January 16, 2011

“A Recipe for Revival”

Evergreen News
· Men’s Prayer – every 3rd Friday of the month, room 200, 9:00 p.m. to midnight
· 1/17, HOME – Barb Tako on Organization – for all Women

· 2/11-12, Couples Conference

· 2/26, Mid-Winter Singles Conference – 8:30-3pm

Warm-up
What teams did you belong to as a child?  And which team/season was the most memorable?
Discussion  (in tiny groups of 3-4 ppl)
“I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone— for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. ” (1 Timothy 2:1–4, NIV) 
1. For whom is Paul asking that prayers for salvation be made? 
2. Have you felt certain people were too far gone for salvation?  Why?  What would Paul say? 
3. Have you ever felt this city is too far gone for a revival?  Why? 
4. How devoted is your Growth Group to the weekend prayer assignment?  Is this group prayer time easy or difficult for you to participate? Why? 

The title of the weekend message was, “A Recipe for Revival.” Prayer is certainly one ingredient for a revival. There is another critical ingredient in the first chapter of 1 Thessalonians—the believers were very Jesus-centered.   

4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. (1 Thessalonians 1:4-10, NIV)
5. Describe the different ways the Thessalonians were “Jesus-centered.” 

6. The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. How do you think this happened?

7. In Thessalonica, many people who devoted to the various gods of Greek and Roman mythology. They chose gods to get what they wanted. Notice the table below. What similarities do you notice about the Thessalonica culture and our culture? What does it mean to turn from idols to God? How do you think people in the region noticed this “turning” with the Christians? 

	           God
	                                                                                                      Desire

	Aphrodite
	                                                     goddess of love (beauty & sex)

	Ares, Mars

Athena, Thoth

Lares, Pales, Saturn, Ceres, Pamona, etc.

Zeus, Apollo                                         
	                                                                   gods of war (power)

                                                     gods of writing (knowledge)

                                                     gods of agriculture (money)

                                                     gods of power (ruler & light/sun)


8. What do you think it means, “serve the living and true God?” How do you think the people in the region noticed this about the Christians? 

9. What do you think it means, “wait for his Son from heaven?” How do you think the people in the region noticed this about the Christians? 

Application

10. What do you think is your greatest challenge at this time to become an active participant in a potential revival? 

a. Praying for people? 

b. Imitating Jesus?

c. Talking about Jesus?

d. Turning from idols and turning to God? 

e. Actively serving Jesus?

f. Actively waiting for Jesus? 

11. One at a time…  What do you need to do?    (then pray for each person, below)
Prayer

After hearing each person share #11 above, have the person on your right pray for that person…  
Say something like this, “Lord Jesus, please be with ___________.  I ask you to help him/her do ____________ (#11). Amen.”
