PROVERBS

Practical Advice from the Wisest Person Who Ever Lived 

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #1:  May 1, 2011

"The Fear of the Lord”
Evergreen News

· Men’s/Women’s Round-Tables, Saturday mornings, May 7 & 14, $15 @ door

· Child Dedications, Sunday, May 8 – Contact ECC Office @ 952.895.1773
· New Members Seminar, Saturday, May 14 - Contact ECC Office @ 952.895.1773

· KAH, looking to sponsors for 6/18 Fund Run – Contact Angie @ 952.693.5873
Warm-Up

When have you trembled? What caused you to tremble? 

Catch-Up

Reflect on the weekend message…  Was there anything that God impressed on your heart? 

Verses and Discussion Questions in Tiny Groups of 3-4 ppl
The fear of the Lord describes our basic response to God. It is a multi-layered topic. Read each passage and describe how each passage reveals a different facet of understanding to what it means to fear the Lord. 

Hebrews 12:18–28 (NLT) 

18 You have not come to a physical mountain, to a place of flaming fire, darkness, gloom, and whirlwind, as the Israelites did at Mount Sinai. 19 For they heard an awesome trumpet blast and a voice so terrible that they begged God to stop speaking. 20 They staggered back under God’s command: “If even an animal touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21 Moses himself was so frightened at the sight that he said, “I am terrified and trembling.” 

22 No, you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to countless thousands of angels in a joyful gathering. 23 You have come to the assembly of God’s firstborn children, whose names are written in heaven. You have come to God himself, who is the judge over all things. You have come to the spirits of the righteous ones in heaven who have now been made perfect. 24 You have come to Jesus, the one who mediates the new covenant between God and people, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks of forgiveness instead of crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel.  25 Be careful that you do not refuse to listen to the One who is speaking. For if the people of Israel did not escape when they refused to listen to Moses, the earthly messenger, we will certainly not escape if we reject the One who speaks to us from heaven! 26 When God spoke from Mount Sinai his voice shook the earth, but now he makes another promise: “Once again I will shake not only the earth but the heavens also.” 27 This means that all of creation will be shaken and removed, so that only unshakable things will remain.   28 Since we are receiving a Kingdom that is unshakable, let us be thankful and please God by worshiping him with holy fear and awe. 

1. There are two mountains being contrasted in this passage. What are the two mountains and how are they contrasted? 

2. There are two kinds of fear being contrasted in this passage (vs. 21 & vs. 28).  What are the two fears and how are they contrasted? 
3. How would you describe a “holy fear” of God? 

Matthew 10:28–31 (NLT) 

28 “Don’t be afraid of those who want to kill your body; they cannot touch your soul. Fear only God, who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 What is the price of two sparrows—one copper coin? But not a single sparrow can fall to the ground without your Father knowing it. 30 And the very hairs on your head are all numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are more valuable to God than a whole flock of sparrows. 

4. There are two kinds of fear being contrasted in this passage. What are the two fears?

5. In this passage, what inspires the fear of God? 

2 Corinthians 5:6–11 (NIV84) 

6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord. 7 We live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade men. 

6. In this passage, what does it mean to fear the Lord? 

Genesis 22:9–12 (NIV84) 

9 When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then he reached out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called out to him from heaven, “Abraham! Abraham!”   “Here I am,” he replied.   12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 

7. Recall the story of Abraham and Isaac. In this passage, what does it mean to fear the Lord? 

Psalm 130:3–4 (NIV84) 

3If you, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 4But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. 

8. In this Psalm, what inspires the fear of the Lord? 

Application
9. In what ways does the fear of man affect you?  (see also 1 Thess 2:4)
10. What can you do to grow in the fear of the Lord?   

11. Is there something that is hard for you to give up for God?  (Each person pray out-loud for this.)
