
PROVERBS

Practical Advice from the Wisest Person Who Ever Lived 

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #2:  May 8, 2011

"Marriage, Men & Submission”
Evergreen News

· Please complete GG Surveys today or next week – both ldrs & members – send to Jeff at ECC office
· New Members Seminar, Saturday, May 14 - Contact ECC Office @ 952.895.1773

· KAH, looking for sponsors for 6/18 Fund Run – Contact Angie @ 952.693.5873
· UNITE, July 30-31 – SAVE THE DATE!
· GG Leader Training for new leaders on 8/10 or 8/18 – rsvp w/Jeff at jgroen@evergreencc.com 
Warm-Up

What kind of marriage did you parents have? What were the strengths of their marriage, and what were some of the weaknesses?

Catch-Up

What did God impress on your heart from the weekend message? 

Scripture 
The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.   Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the foot says, “I am not a part of the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less a part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole body were an ear, how would you smell anything? But our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it. How strange a body would be if it had only one part! Yes, there are many parts, but only one body. The eye can never say to the hand, “I don’t need you.” The head can’t say to the feet, “I don’t need you.”

1 Corinthians 12:12-19 (NLT)

1. With this verse in mind, why is the topic of marriage important to the whole church, not just to “married” people?  

2. In what practical ways does the church body need each other?  How do “marrieds” need “singles” and vice-versa?  What does each “bring to the table” that the other needs/appreciates?
Now – Break into Tiny Groups of 3 or 4 people – and continue…
And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.

Ephesians 5:21 (NLT)

sub·mit/səbˈmit/Verb

Accept or yield to a superior force or to the authority or will of another person.

3.  What does it mean to you to submit to others?  Recall a time when you wrestled with the issue of submission in your own life. 

4. What does “reverence for Christ” mean to you?  Why is this motive so critical?

In Ephesians 5:25-30, Paul goes on to describe what submission looks like for a husband toward his wife…
For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ loved the church. He gave up his life for her to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a man who loves his wife actually shows love for himself. No one hates his own body but feeds and cares for it, just as Christ cares for the church. And we are members of his body.





Ephesians 5:25-30 (NLT)

5. Where in this passage do we see Paul teaching husbands to have a “reverence of Christ” as their motive?

6. With this in view, how should a husband submit to his wife?

7. What does it mean to “give up your life”?
In the same way, you younger men must accept the authority of the elders.  And all of you, serve each other in humility, for “God opposes the proud but favors the humble.”  So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor.  Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.








1 Peter 5:5-7  (NLT)
8. Who is Peter talking to in these verses?  What may be happening in the church?  Why might this happen especially to young men? 
9. Then Peter focuses on “all of you.”
Application

· For husbands, what are some ways you can love your wives as Christ loves the church? List a few specific things. 
· In the above passage, Peter challenges “all of you (to) serve each other in humility.”  How are you, personally & specifically, serving others?  That is, putting yourself in submission to others!!
· Pray for the person on your right – that they would serve others in-line with their area of gifting!

