Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #1,  Week of January 9, 2011

Evergreen News

· 1/15, Dad’s Workshop Conference w/Steve Nelson

· 1/17, HOME – Barb Tako on Organization – for all Women

· 2/11-12, Couples Conference

· 2/26, Mid-Winter Singles Conference – 8:30-3pm

Warm-Up

What has been your most exciting experience in a crowd?  And your scariest experience?

Bible Reading

1 Thessalonians 1:1–10 (NIV) 

     1 Paul, Silas and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you. 2 We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. 3 We continually remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

     4 For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our gospel came to you not simply with words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and with deep conviction. You know how we lived among you for your sake. 6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7 And so you became a model to all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

Discussion

1. What do you know about the Thessalonian church from Paul’s experiences in Acts 17:1-9?  How do you think the young Christians were suffering? (See 1 Thessalonians 1:6, 2:2, 3:1-5)   In what ways are you suffering?

2. What convinced Paul that the Thessalonians had a true conversion?

3. In the passage above, what are all the signs (life change) of a true conversion, both inwardly and outwardly?   

4. In an age without mass media, how do you suppose their faith became so legendary? 

Application

1. A true conversion for an adult (or young person) happens at a particular point in time.  How sure are you that you have had a true conversion to Jesus?  Please briefly tell your conversion/faith story. 

2. Paul commends the church as a model church.  What kind of “model” are you in matters of faith:   

a.  Still on the drawing board?  

b.  A work in progress? 

c.  Secured in a private collection? 

d.  On display at the National Museum? 

3. Which of the qualities in vs. 3-10 do you hope to grow in your life now?   And how can this group help? 
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