
Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians
Growth Group Discussion

Week #14, Week of April 17, 2011
Evergreen News

· 4 EASTER services:  Fri 4/22 at 7:15, Sunday at 9, 10:30 & 12-noon
· BAPTISMs on May 1 at both Sunday services… Talk about this in your GG

· Men’s & Women’s Roundtables on May 7 & May 14

Warm-Up

Reflect on a time when a brother or sister in Christ helped, encouraged, or lovingly corrected you..?

Catch-Up

What did God impress on your heart from the weekend message? 

Scripture & Discussion
 Brothers and sisters, we urge you to warn those who are lazy. Encourage those who are timid. Take tender care of those who are weak. Be patient with everyone.

1 Thessalonians 5:14 (NLT)

 Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of Christ. If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not that important.

Galatians 6:1-3 (NLT)

1. How would you summarize our duties to each other in these passages?

2. What are the warnings we see in the Galations passage?

3. What does it mean to obey the law of Christ?

Continue in Tiny Groups of 3-4 people 

 Always be joyful. Never stop praying. Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NLT)

 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus.

Philippians 4:6-7 (NLT)

1. How are joy and peace and gratitude linked with prayer?

2. Why do you think it means to “never stop praying”? 

3. Why is thankfulness emphasized in both passages?

 Now may the God of peace make you holy in every way, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until our Lord Jesus Christ comes again. God will make this happen, for he who calls you is faithful.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 (NLT)

The above passage talks about sanctification, God’s process of making us more like Jesus as we follow him. Paul reflects on his own sanctification in the following passage:

 I don’t mean to say that I have already achieved these things or that I have already reached perfection. But I press on to possess that perfection for which Christ Jesus first possessed me. No, dear brothers and sisters, I have not achieved it, but I focus on this one thing: Forgetting the past and looking forward to what lies ahead, I press on to reach the end of the race and receive the heavenly prize for which God, through Christ Jesus, is calling us.

Philippians 3:12-14 (NLT)


1. According to Paul, will we ever reach perfection in this life?


2. What does it mean to forget the past and “press on”?

 As for us, we can’t help but thank God for you, dear brothers and sisters loved by the Lord. We are always thankful that God chose you to be among the first to experience salvation—a salvation that came through the Spirit who makes you holy and through your belief in the truth.

2 Thessalonians 2:13 (NLT)

1. Looking at the above passage, what is the role of the Holy Spirit in our sanctification? 

Application

1. How can you grow in the area of helping, correcting and encouraging your brothers and sisters in Christ?
2. Consider your own prayer life…  When & how do you pray?
3. Be honest now…  Are your prayers more about “asking” or more about joy and peace and gratitude?  How consistently do you pray?
4. Do you feel the Lord is making you more like Jesus? What growth do you feel you’ve experienced in the last year in personal Holiness? 
Prayer

Pray for more joy and peace and gratitude – especially as you pray this coming week! 

