
“Seeking and Finding God”

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #7:  November 13

“The Flavor of Intimacy”
Evergreen News

· Prayer Walk, 11/19

· Women’s Christmas Tea, 12/3 

· KAH Pack-a-Thon 12/10

· Singles Christmas/Masquerade Party, 12/10
Warm-Up

1. What were your prayers like growing up?  

2. Would two or three of you share why you think prayer is such a key part of being close to God? What do we miss when we neglect prayer?

Bible Discussion – Break into Tiny Groups of 3-5 people

  About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”   “Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”   The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.”   This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven.

Acts 10:9-16 (NIV)

1. Why did Peter go to the roof to pray? 

2. Here we see Peter “arguing” with God. How does this reflect Peter’s relationship with God? Is it good for Peter to voice his thoughts, or should he have kept quiet?

3. Why do you think God showed Peter the vision three times? Why not just once? 

4. What if Peter had not prayed that day? Do you think he still would have heard from God? Why or why not?

 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread;  a friend of mine on a journey has come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’  And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give you anything.’  I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as you need.    “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened.    “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

Luke 11:5-12 (NIV)
1. Is it hard for you to be persistent in your prayers?  Explain where you’re at with persistent prayer…
2. Is there a time to give up on a prayer request?  How do you know if you should keeping going of let go of what you’re asking for?

3. When does persistent prayer cross the line into meaningless repetition? 

4. What does Jesus’ illustration about parents and their children tell us?  How would that influence our view of unanswered prayer? 

 I cry aloud to the LORD; 

   I lift up my voice to the LORD for mercy. 

 I pour out before him my complaint; 

   before him I tell my trouble.
Psalm 142:1-2 (NIV)

1. Do you find it hard to pray raw, genuine and emotional prayers? Why or why not? 

2. How does the above verse reflect the Psalmist’s relationship with the Lord?

3. Is it ok to complain to God? Shouldn’t we always be thankful, no matter what?

 LORD, hear my prayer, 

   listen to my cry for mercy; 

in your faithfulness and righteousness 

   come to my relief.
Psalm 143:1 (NIV)

1. Here we see the Psalmist is aware of both his own need, and the character of God. Why is it important to remember God’s character when we pray? 

Application & Prayer
· Do you wrestle with praying?   Explain…
· Is it hard for you to “be real” with God when you pray?  Why do you think that is?

· Everyone take turns praying for something “real” in your own life.  It could be as simple as “Lord, help me to trust you with my real feelings and needs”.   Or it may be more…  Remember that prayer is simply your conversation with God.

