Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #10, Week of March 13, 2011

“How Can We Finding Comfort in Death?”

Evergreen News

· 3/13, Spiritual Life Survey on-line @ www.revealnow.com/slsurvey?uid=6048 

· 3/20, Sign-Ups for 3rd Season of Growth Groups

· 5/7, Purity Event @ Evergreen

Warm-Up

Recall the 1st funeral you ever attended. When was that?  How did you feel?  Describe your emotions. 

Catch-Up

What did God impress on your heart from the weekend message? 

Verses and Discussion Questions
But someone may ask, “How will the dead be raised? What kind of bodies will they have?” What a foolish question! When you put a seed into the ground, it doesn’t grow into a plant unless it dies first. And what you put in the ground is not the plant that will grow, but only a bare seed of wheat or whatever you are planting. Then God gives it the new body he wants it to have. 


1 Corinthians 15:35-38a (NLT)

1.   Paul uses the illustration of seeds and plants to help us understand our Heavenly bodies. How would you paraphrase what he’s teaching? 

2.   What does this verse say about death?

 A different plant grows from each kind of seed. Similarly there are different kinds of flesh—one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There are also bodies in the heavens and bodies on the earth. The glory of the heavenly bodies is different from the glory of the earthly bodies. The sun has one kind of glory, while the moon and stars each have another kind. And even the stars differ from each other in their glory.


1 Corinthians 15:38b-41 (NLT)

1.   Here Paul talks about different kinds of flesh. What is the point he’s making?

 It is the same way with the resurrection of the dead. Our earthly bodies are planted in the ground when we die, but they will be raised to live forever. Our bodies are buried in brokenness, but they will be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they will be raised in strength. They are buried as natural human bodies, but they will be raised as spiritual bodies. For just as there are natural bodies, there are also spiritual bodies.


1 Corinthians 15:42-44 (NLT)

1.   Take out a piece of paper and draw a line down the middle.  Write down the contrasts Paul makes. What are your thoughts and observations?  

 The Scriptures tell us, “The first man, Adam, became a living person.” But the last Adam—that is, Christ—is a life-giving Spirit. What comes first is the natural body, then the spiritual body comes later. Adam, the first man, was made from the dust of the earth, while Christ, the second man, came from heaven. Earthly people are like the earthly man, and heavenly people are like the heavenly man. Just as we are now like the earthly man, we will someday be like the heavenly man.


1 Corinthians 15:45-49 (NLT)

1.   Who are we like now? Who will we be like in Heaven?

 What I am saying, dear brothers and sisters, is that our physical bodies cannot inherit the Kingdom of God. These dying bodies cannot inherit what will last forever.   But let me reveal to you a wonderful secret. We will not all die, but we will all be transformed! It will happen in a moment, in the blink of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, those who have died will be raised to live forever. And we who are living will also be transformed. For our dying bodies must be transformed into bodies that will never die; our mortal bodies must be transformed into immortal bodies.

 Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled:

“Death is swallowed up in victory.

O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?”

 For sin is the sting that results in death, and the law gives sin its power. But thank God! He gives us victory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ.   So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless.


1 Corinthians 15:50-58 (NLT)

1.   Who will experience victory in death?  When & How?  And how does this make you feel?

2.   In light of our hope in Heaven, how should we live according to the last two sentences?

3.   How would you explain what “strong and immovable” means? How can we practically live this out?

4.   Why does Paul tell us to “work enthusiastically” and “nothing done for the Lord is useless” in this context? Why do these commands follow a discussion on our Heavenly bodies? How are the two connected?

Application
1. What is your attitude about death? Are you in denial?  In fear of?  Or trusting Christ & the text above?
2. What are some changes you need to make to become “strong and immovable”? 
3. What are some changes you need to make to to “work enthusiastically” for the Lord?
4. Pray for each other’s needs in these areas. 

