
Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #3, Week of January 23, 2011

Evergreen News

· 1/24, Evergreen University begins:  FPU, Women & Jonah, Outreach

· 2/6, Child Dedications, Contact Pastor Mike at 952-564-3781
· 2/11-12, Couples Conference

· 2/26, Mid-Winter Singles Conference – 8:30-3pm

Warm-Up
Who has influenced you spiritually or made a significant impact on your life?

Catch-Up
What did God impress on your heart from the weekend message? 

Scripture & Discussion Questions

Obviously, I’m not trying to win the approval of people, but of God. If pleasing people were my goal, I would not be Christ’s servant.     Galatians 1:10 (NLT)
1. What does a life that pleases God look like? 

2.  Why do you think we can’t make a goal of pleasing both man and God? Why does 


Paul make it “either or”? 

3. Recall a time in your life when you wrestled between pleasing God or people. 

4. What helps you put pleasing God above pleasing others?

Dear brothers and sisters, I want you to understand that the gospel message I preach is not based on mere human reasoning. I received my message from no human source, and no one taught me. Instead, I received it by direct revelation from Jesus Christ.  Galatians 1:11-12 (NLT)
But even before I was born, God chose me and called me by his marvelous grace. Then it pleased him to reveal his Son to me so that I would proclaim the Good News about Jesus to the Gentiles.    Galatians 1:15-16 (NLT)
1. The Lord gave Paul a unique mission. Do you think each of us has a unique mission 


from God? 

2. The Lord spoke directly to Paul. Share some specific ways that God has “spoken” to you?  How does the Lord speak to us today? 

3. How do we balance the Word, counsel from others, our circumstances, & our own 


desires?

4. How can we discover what God wants us to do in our lives? Do you have a clear idea 


what unique purpose(s) God has for you? (What were you made for?)

When this happened, I did not rush out to consult with any human being. Nor did I go up to Jerusalem to consult with those who were apostles before I was. Instead, I went away into Arabia, and later I returned to the city of Damascus.  Then three years later I went to Jerusalem to get to know Peter, and I stayed with him for fifteen days. The only other apostle I met at that time was James, the Lord’s brother. I declare before God that what I am writing to you is not a lie.  Galations 1:16-20 (NLT)
1. Paul spent three years preparing for his mission. Why does Paul say he didn’t rush out 


to consult with another human being?

2. Why do you think this is important? What do you think happened during this time?

3. What can you do to better prepare yourself for the unique purpose God has for you? 

Application
1. Pray for wisdom, guidance, discipline & opportunities...  So that you can put #3 above into practice!

