Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #5, Week of February 6, 2011

“Becoming A Person God Can Use—Part 3”

Evergreen News

· PRAY for Haiti missions team – 18 people there now!

· 2/13, Info Meeting for Pamplona SPAIN Mission, Contact Jeff at 612-250-3539

· 2/20, Pizza with the Pastors, 1-2 pm in room 200

· 2/26, Mid-Winter Singles Conference, 8:30-3:30pm

Warm-Up

Who are some people you respected highly growing up?  Or now?  Reflect on why you feel this way about them.

Catch-Up

What did God impress on your heart from the weekend message? 

Bible Verses & Discussion
 But as the believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. The Greek-speaking believers complained about the Hebrew-speaking believers, saying that their widows were being discriminated against in the daily distribution of food.

 So the Twelve called a meeting of all the believers. They said, “We apostles should spend our time teaching the word of God, not running a food program. And so, brothers, select seven men who are well respected and are full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will give them this responsibility. Then we apostles can spend our time in prayer and teaching the word.”

Acts 6:1-4 (NLT)

Here we see the birth of the Deacon role in the church.  Let’s look at the three qualifications for the role of “pastoral helper” (deacon):

1. “Well respected”- what does it mean to you for someone to be well respected in the church?   Think of people you respect as Christians.  Why do you look up to them? 
2. “Full of the Spirit”- how would you describe what this looks like?  How do you discern if a person is filled with the Holy Spirit?  Read the following verse:

But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!

Galatians 5:22-23 (NLT)

3. “Wisdom”- how do you define wisdom?  How is it different from just having a high IQ?  In what ways have you become wise?  Read the following verse & compare foolishness with wisdom.
Fear of the Lord is the foundation of true knowledge,

but fools despise wisdom and discipline.
Proverbs 1:7 (NLT)

Everyone liked this idea, and they chose the following: Stephen (a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit), Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch (an earlier convert to the Jewish faith).  These seven were presented to the apostles, who prayed for them as they laid their hands on them.  So God’s message continued to spread. The number of believers greatly increased in Jerusalem, and many of the Jewish priests were converted, too.

Acts 6:5-7 (NLT)

1. Why do you think God’s message spread and the believers multiplied?

2. What do you think this says about the importance of the Deacon in the church?

3. Do you think everyone should aspire to this role?

4. Why do you think that the qualifications for Deacon (and Pastor) are character-

based instead of ability/talent/education-based?

Application
The qualifications of a Deacon give us a clear picture of a godly life – a life that the Lord can use.  In what areas do you feel you need to grow to be a better “helper” in the church?
Prayer
Pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal to you areas that you need to grow.   Ask for help and guidance in this.   Ask for opportunities to grow in these areas.
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