Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #7, Week of February 20, 2011

“Standing Strong in a Culture of Sexual Impurity”

Evergreen News

· 2/26, Mid-Winter Singles Conference, 8:30-3:30pm, pre-registration deadline is Weds, February 23.  Register online at www.evergreencc.com/MWSC
· 3/6, Latino Lunch, 1-3pm in North Hall

· 3/20, Sign-Ups for 3rd Season of Growth Groups

· 5/7, Purity Event @ Evergreen

Warm-Up

How has it been difficult to live sexually pure in our culture?

Catch-Up

What did God impress on your heart from the weekend message? 

Verses and Discussion Questions
In the spring of the year, when kings normally go out to war, David sent Joab and the Israelite army to fight the Ammonites. They destroyed the Ammonite army and laid siege to the city of Rabbah. However, David stayed behind in Jerusalem.   Late one afternoon, after his midday rest, David got out of bed and was walking on the roof of the palace. As he looked out over the city, he noticed a woman of unusual beauty taking a bath.   2 Samuel 11:1-2 (NLT)

And if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It’s better to enter eternal life with only one eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell.  Matthew 18:9 (NLT)

1.   Jesus says in Matthew, above, “if your eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away”.   How would you apply this draconian measure to the above passage about David?  What are some practical things David could have done?
2.   Why do you think David didn’t do any of those things?

He sent someone to find out who she was, and he was told, “She is Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite.” Then David sent messengers to get her; and when she came to the palace, he slept with her...  Later, when Bathsheba discovered that she was pregnant, she sent David a message, saying, “I’m pregnant.”  2 Samuel 11:3-5 (NLT)

 Can a man scoop a flame into his lap and not have his clothes catch on fire?

 
Can he walk on hot coals and not blister his feet?

 So it is with the man who sleeps with another man’s wife.


He who embraces her will not go unpunished.
  Proverbs 6:27-29 (NLT)

1.   How do we connect the narrative in 2 Samuel with the wisdom of Proverbs 6? 

2.   David was a “man after God’s own heart” (Acts 13:22), yet this hero of the faith stumbled badly by committing adultery with Bathsheba. What does this teach us about sexual temptation?


Much later, David finally confesses & repents:

Then David confessed to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.”  Nathan replied, “Yes, but the Lord has forgiven you, and you won’t die for this sin. Nevertheless, because you have shown utter contempt for the Lord by doing this, your child will die.”  2 Samuel 12:13 (NLT)

1.   Why was David’s adultery a sin against the Lord? 

2.   Why do you think David and Bathsheba’s child died?  (Also consider Exodus 20:5-6)
3.   How do you apply this to our culture’s perspective, that “sex outside of marriage is fine between consenting adults”?

With the Lord’s authority I say this: Live no longer as the Gentiles do, for they are hopelessly confused. Their minds are full of darkness; they wander far from the life God gives because they have closed their minds and hardened their hearts against him. They have no sense of shame. They live for lustful pleasure and eagerly practice every kind of impurity.  Eph 4:17-19 (NLT)

1.   Describe the progression we see towards sexual impurity we see in this passage.
2.   What does indulging in sexual impurity lead to?  (Also consider 1 Cor 5:9-11)
I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. I love God’s law with all my heart. But there is another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me.  Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God’s law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin.  Romans 7:21-25 (NLT)

1.   In your own words, describe Paul’s conclusion to his “sin problem”. 
Application
1. What are some ways we can protect ourselves from sexual impurity?
2. This takes some courage, but how should you, personally, guard against sexual impurity?

3. How would you apply Paul’s conclusion in Romans 7 to your life?  Why is focusing on Jesus and the Gospel so critical in this area?

4. Pray for each other’s needs in the area of sexual purity. 
