Standing Strong – 1 Thessalonians

Growth Group Discussion Questions

Week #9, Week of March 6, 2011

“Love”

Evergreen News

· 3/13, Spiritual Life Survey on-line

· 3/20, Sign-Ups for 3rd Season of Growth Groups

· 5/7, Purity Event @ Evergreen

Warm-Up

Recall a time when you saw another person love in a sacrificial way.  

Catch-Up

What did God impress on your heart from the weekend message? 

Bible Verses & Discussion Questions
37 When a certain immoral woman from that city heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled with expensive perfume. 38 Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping. Her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair. Then she kept kissing his feet and putting perfume on them. 

 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of woman is touching him. She’s a sinner!”  40 Then Jesus answered his thoughts. “Simon,” he said to the Pharisee, “I have something to say to you.”   “Go ahead, Teacher,” Simon replied. 

 41 Then Jesus told him this story: “A man loaned money to two people—500 pieces of silver[a] to one and 50 pieces to the other. 42 But neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their debts. Who do you suppose loved him more after that?”  43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.” 

   “That’s right,” Jesus said. 44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Look at this woman kneeling here. When I entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 45 You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet. 46 You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare perfume. 

 47 “I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love.  But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.” 48 Then Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.”  49 The men at the table said among themselves, “Who is this man, that he goes around forgiving sins?”  50 And Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.”

Luke 7:37-50 (NLT)
1.   In light of this passage, what is the key to loving (consider vs. 47)?  

And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love their Christian brothers and sisters.

1 John 4:21 (NLT)

1.   How do these two passages connect?

2.   If someone has a hard time loving their brothers and sisters in Christ, what are some possible reasons?

After Peter denied knowing Jesus three times, Jesus sits down with Peter to restore him:

After breakfast Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”

   “Yes, Lord,” Peter replied, “you know I love you.”   “Then feed my lambs,” Jesus told him.

 Jesus repeated the question: “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

   “Yes, Lord,” Peter said, “you know I love you.”   “Then take care of my sheep,” Jesus said.

 A third time he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”

   Peter was hurt that Jesus asked the question a third time. He said, “Lord, you know everything. You know that I love you.”   Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep.

John 21:15-17 (NLT)

Jesus could have said “if you love me, worship me” or “if you love me, read your Bible and pray more.”  Instead, he told Peter to feed and take of his sheep. 

1.   Who are Jesus’ sheep? What do you think it means to feed and take of Jesus’ sheep?

2.   Why do you think Jesus told Peter to do this? What does this reveal about what Jesus loves?

God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of us can boast about it.  Ephesians 2:8-9 (NLT)

So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.  James 2:17 (NLT)

1.   One passage says we’re saved by faith alone, and the other says faith by itself isn’t enough…  How would you respond if someone said these two passages contradict? 

In the book of 1 John, we have this warning about “what” we love:

Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. For the world offers only a craving for physical pleasure, a craving for everything we see, and pride in our achievements and possessions. These are not from the Father, but are from this world. And this world is fading away, along with everything that people crave. But anyone who does what pleases God will live forever.

1 John 2:15-17 (NLT)

1.   Why is it foolish to give your heart to physical pleasures, materialism and achievements?

2.   Why does John say if you love these things you don’t have the love of the Father in you?  Why do you think we can’t love both the world and God?

Application
· Do you know any Christians that are “hard to love”?   How do you love them, anyway?
· Do you prioritize loving the body of Christ?  How do you need to change to keep growing in love?

· Pray. 
